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MARKET  NEWS  DIVISION 


i.stoEf 


0BTAI_]}J_RSC0RD  0E_A_IR_3SCEIPT_S  ... 

Indications  are  the  movement  of  fresh  fruits. and  vegetables  "by. air  will 
probably  gradually  increase.    While  we  do  not  anticipate  including  such 
receipts  in  monthly  and  annual 'unload  summaries  for  the  time  being,  it  is 
felt  we  should  begin  collecting  such  information  for  office  use  as  well 
as  a  record  for  the  future.     Therefore,  will  you  please  arrange  to  obtain 
air  receipts  in  .your  respective  markets,  of  fresh  fruits  and  vegetables 
(expressed  in  packages)  segregated  by  commodities,  and  originating  states. 
If  packages  other  than  standard  types  are  used,  please  indicate  the 
approximate  weight  of  such  packages.     This  will  be  helpful  in  converting 
such  receipts  to  carlo t  equivalents  in  case  this  is  desired  at  a  later 
date.    Please  make  a  monthly  report  of  these  air  receipts,  sending  one 
copy  to  J.  L.  Buntin,  and  retaining  file  copy  in  your  office.     It  will 
probably  be  more  satisfactory  for  you  to  obtain  this  information  direct 
from  the  receivers,  although  there  are  no  objections  to  your  approaching 
the  various  airlines  handling"  this  traffic  into  your  market  if  you  wish 
to  do  so.  '  - 

It  will  be  helpful  if  you  would  indicate  on  these  monthly  reports  the 
airline  handling  each  individual  shipment  into  ^our  market.     In  the  , 
event  it  is  desired  later  to  institute  arrangements  with  such  airlines 
to  furnish  us  daily  shipments,   this  information  would  prove  quite 
beneficial. 

TABLE  SHOWING  CO^PARIOIIS^O?  WAR  GARL0ADSj7I.TH 

Please  include  in  your  1945  annual  unload  summaries  the  table  showing 
comparison  of  current  carloads  with  pre-war,   the  same  as  you  have 
carried  the   ;ast  tw^  years.     So  far  as  we  are  able  to  determine,  the 
1945  usual  loads  were  approximately  the  same  as  those  used  during  1943 
and  1944. 

BRUSSSLS_S?ROUTS_DRUM 

There  has  been  some  lack  of  uniformity  between  various  offices  in 
describing  the  drum  used  for  Brussels,  srpouts.     Some  offices  have  called  • 
it  a  half-drum,   since  it  represents  l/2  the  volume  of  the  drum  which  was 
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used  for  this  commodity  a  number  of  years  ago.    Otxiers  refer  to  it  as  a 
drum,     ^e  have  "been  advised  that  by  volume  it  is  actually  a  quarter-drum, 
"based  on  the  standard  measurements  of  a  full  drum  used  for  some  other  .  .. 
commodities.     The  manager  of  the  Davenport  Artichoke  Grower's^. "and  Shipper's 
Association  nas  advised  Mr.  McDowell  in  San  Francisco  that  all  ".-shippers 
uniformly  pack  25— lbs.   to  the  drum.     In  view  of  this  the  expression 
"25-lb.  drum"  would  he  more  specific  than  either  l/ 2- drum  or  drum.  In 
the  future,  please  designate  this  container  for  Brussels  sprouts  as 
"25- To.  drum".    Also,  on  the  VKrVI  'code  page , '  change  the  meaning  of  WIH 
to  read  25- lb.  drums  instead  of  l/g~ drums,  effective  January  14. 

tehpohahy  field  offices: 

The  list  as  shown  in  the  last  Branch  Letter  remains  unchanged  except  that 
the  Phoenix  office  closed  January  4  and  Mr.  Hunter  moved  to  Brawley  on 
January  7.  : 

The  Plant  City,  Fla. ,  strawberry . of f ice  will  open  January.  14  with  Mr.  R. 
M.  Peterson  in  charge.  •  • 

C,  D.  Schoolcraft,  Chief. 


DECIDUOUS  DI VI SI OK 


HOHTI_CIJLTimAL  iiOTSTgY_ADVJSlQRY  CO^iTTEE  0 I^_PDP^I  &N_TEaDE_ 

The  first  meeting  of  the  newly- organized  Horticultural  Industry  Advisory 
Committee  on  Foreign  Trade  will  be  held  in  Washington,  D.  C. ,  January 
28-31. 

This  committee  will  counsel  and  cooperate  with  the  government  in  the' 
development  of  programs  to  promote  a  desirable  pattern  of  foreign  trade 
in  fruits  and  vegetables  and  consists  of  42  growers  and  handlers  from 
the  apple,  citrus,  pear ,  table,  grape ,  stone  fruit,  dried  fruit,  tree  nut., 
vegetable,  and  potato  segments  of  the  horticultural .  industry.  If' 
necessary,  representatives  from  other  segments  of  the  industry  may  be 
selected.    The  committee  is  so  organized • that  the  entire  group  may  be  . 
convened  to  advise  with  government  •fficials  on  problems  common  to  all 
segments  of  the  industry,  or  the  committeemen  from  individual  commodities 
may  be  called  together  to  consider  problems  affecting  only  their 
particular  commodities. 

This  first  meeting  will  discuss  such  topics  common  to  the  industry  as  the 
world  fruit  and  vegetable  supply  and  demand  situation,  USDA  .commitments  ;r>  . 
concerning  the  suooort  of  agricultural  crops,  and  factors  affecting  exports 
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Announcement  of  the  formation  of  this  committee,  with  the  names  of  the 
representatives  appointed,  was  made  by  the  U.  S.  Department  of  Agricul- 
ture on  December  ■  27,  1945  "by  press  release  USDA  2366-45. 

M.  McCown,  Acting  Chief 


DRIED  FRUIT  DIVISION 


Dri ed  Fruit.  j3uPplies_ 

The  supply  of  all  dried  fruits  is  short  in  comparison  with  demand.  The 
quantity  of  raisins  remaining  set  aside  under  WO  16  is  about  equal  to 
claimant  requirements,  and  the  quantity  of  prunes  set  aside  is  slightly 
less  than  requirements  of  claimant  agencies.     These  are  the  only  two  dried 
fruits  on  which  set  aside  provisions  of  WFO  .16  are  still  in  effect.  A 
general  release  issued  on  December  29  made  available  for  civilian  use 
approximately  4,700  tons  of  Golden  Bleached  raisins  not  needed  by  claimant 
agencies. 

DRIED  FRUIT  B{pNT0RY 

Steps  have  been  taken  to  dispose  of  the  relatively  small  CCC  dried  fruit 
inventory  as  soon  as  possible.    Dried  fruit  not  needed  to  fill  program 
requirements  is  being  inspected  and  will  be  sold  soon  in  civilian  trade 
channels. 

_SU3S_IDY  CLEARANCE 

Subsidy  clearance  on  export  shipments  of  raisins  and  dried  prunes  is 
being  handled  in  the  Dried  Fruit  Division  in  Washington.  Numerous 
applications  for  subsidy  clearance  are  still  being  received  from  packers 
and  other  exporters  and  there  has  been  some  delay  in  handling  due  to  the 
volume  of  such  applications.     Under  the  procedure,'  exporters  must  refund 
to  Commodity  Credit  Corporation  amounts  equal  to  the  subsidy  paid  to. 
packers  on  the  quantities  of  raisins  and  prunes  exported. 

The  United  States  1945  crop  of  four  leading  tree  nuts,  almonds,  filberts, 
pecans  and  English  walnuts,   totaled  approximately  325,000,000  pounds  which 
is  the  second  largest  crop  on  record.     The  1945  almond  crop  is  the 
largest  ever  produced.     The  walnut  and  pecan  crops  are  of  near  record  size. 
Imports  of  almonds  and  filberts  have  been  very  heavy  as  compared  with 
recent  prewar  years  and  cashew  imports  in  recent  months  have  exceeded 
prewar  averages.     The  shipping  restrictions  on  Erazil  nuts  under  WF0  63 
have  been  removed  but  imports " to  date  have  been  very  samll.     Demand  has 
been  very  strong  and  notwithstanding  the  heavy  total  supplies  of  tree 


Administrative  Letter  No.  1 


nuts,  prices  generally  have  been  at  ceiling. 

Eecom.uend.ati on  d^ging  prompt  , ceiling. pries-  adjustment' ;>/as\:  transmitted  to  , 
the  Office  Of  Price  Administration.     Olive  canners1'  'ceilings  are  frozen 
by  General  Maximum  Price  Regulation  and  do  not  provide  for  grower  prices 
at  the  level  resulting  from  the  1945  short  olive  crop.     The  1945  production 
was  little  more  than  half  of  the  average  crop  during  the  preceding  five 
years,  and  canners  are  facing  serious  price  problems  on  the  1945  pack. 


VEGETABLE  DIVISION 


An  amendment  to  Supplementary  Order  132  removes  j3gjnolant  and.  peppers  from' 
price  control  effective  January  1. 

The  Secretary  has  approved  an  amendment  to  I3?H  426  establishing  a.  special- 
schedule  of  markups  in  lieu  of  brokerage  to  shipping  point  distributors 
who  maintain  branch  offices  in  receiving  markets. 

ONIONS  PLACED  UNDER  PRIORITY  .  £ 


In  order  to  insure  a  supply  if  fresh  onions  for  the  Army  priorities  for 
the  purchase  of  500  cars  of  onions  are  being  authorized  under  authority 
of  War  Pood  Order  71  Amendment  -Sfo.  2. 

SU3SLDY  AGHSEISNT  FOR  ER^ZEi^ VEGETABLES  A?PjapVEI)_ 

The  subsidy  agreement  covering  frozen  snap  beans,  sweet  corn,  and  green 
peas  of  the  1945  pack  has  been  approved  and  cooies  mailed  to  the  trade.  . 
Freezers  who  are  certified  by  their  State  Agricultural  Conservation. , 
Committee  as  paying  not  less  than  support  prices  to  growers  in  1945  ma'y 
claim  the  subsidy  on  commercial  sales  of  the  frozen  product  .made  between 
May  1,  1945  and  June  30,  1946. 

PURCHASE  GUARANTEE 


Under  the  support  program  the  Department  offered  to  take  all  quant i t.i.e.s  of 
canned  snap  beans,   sweet  corn,   green  peas,  and  tomatoes  or  tomato  products 
of  the  1945  pack  offered  by  certified  canners  at  (l)  86.4  percent  of  the.' 
individual  earner's  gross  ceiling  price  for  civilian  sales  or  (2;)  90.  percent 
of  the  price  paid  or  contracted  to  be  paid  by  the  Army,  whichever  is  lower. 
Some  canned  snan  beans  have  been  offered  to-  the  Government  under  -this..- 
program.     The  necessary,  procedure  and  forms  are  being  developed.     .•;  ■ 


L.  S.  Fenn,  Chief. 
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ERESH  PRODUCTS  STAHDAEDIZaTIOH  AMD  INSPECTION  DIVISION 


DO_NOT_I^S^_inSPE^ORj_S_L^CEiJSE_TO  ^OHD^HIXOl^  WILLIAi:  K  HUMEI;£_0R  aLEX_J0I^S 

Because  of  actions  not  for  the  good  of  the  service,  Eord  Hixon  of  Idaho, 
William  K.  Humble  of  Visalia,  California,  and  Alex  Jones  of  Phoenix, 
should  not  "be  licensed  for  fresh  fruit  and  vegetable  inspection  work 
in  any  area  urless  authorized  from  Washington. 


E.  E.   Conklin,  Chief. 


